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fish Wednesday

Pear loord,

#is we enter this Solemn and Holy Season,
we pray that you would send your Holy Spirit
upon us that we might prepare ourselves for
these coming 40 days of l.ent. Even though we
may no longer wear sackcloth and ashes, we
do seek to humble ourselves so that we can
understand the magnifieence of Your love for
us as You humbled Yourself and gave Your Life
on the Cross that we might receive the gift of

Eternal Glory with You. AMEN.

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6, 2019
6:30 p.m.
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Pastor's Pen

Dear Friends,

This has never happened before in the en!re histofyHope Presbyterian Church” What could be so uniguéee life of our
church, you might ask. We had to cancel church semictwo consecu!ve Sundays due to wintry weath&ve canceled
twice in one winter many years ago but the #rst wa®utober and the second was in February or March. hee never
cancelled on conseculve Sundays.

| dorit know what you were doing on those Sundays—hopgfstaying warm and snug in your homes—but it got me
thinking. Of course, because we live in the reallavof bills and such, | thought about the #nanciapant cancelling
services would have. | hope most of you have migravedard automalc payments to support your church, becauke bills
slll come whether we meet or not. If not, | hope yauill consider increasing your donalon in the comingeks.

But more than simply #nances, it got me thinking abitne di$erence between being a member and being astmner. A
member has made the discovery that he or she belongsiseommi%ed to this group of people we call HBpEsbyterian
Church. Giving #nancially and in other ways &owsbtiiat belonging and the graltude it engenders. Samers simply
ask whether the value they get is worth what theyegilt is a transac!on that only lives in the moment, aifithe moment is
cancelled because of the weather, the transac!on nelvappens.

It got me thinking about the many people who voluntes any given Sunday. In trying to make sure nowoeld venture
out needlessly we used various modes of communicaldnied to contact those who were giving of themasd to help
others worship, such as the liturgist, greeters, @rsh tech people, musicians, fellowship preparars] those who unlock
the doors for us. It takes quite a few people to pda/worship service and a whole other set of folksth® educalon
department. | hope we were able to reach all of yoe avay or another.

It also got me thinking about our policies and procestuand reexamining the methodology of our communiga!dt got
me thinking about all the factors in trying to detemaiwhether we should cancel or not. | hope you afiwithat | trust you
will use your best judgment in these situalons redkess of whether we go ahead and hold services ar@mcanceling.

Finally, it got me thinking about whether we would iméssed in our surrounding community if we didmeet. That was a
sobering thought. All the other thoughts were abdheé love we share for and with each other. This wr@s about the love
we are called to share with our larger community.

To that end the Session and | have been examiningdpis—what is our presence and impact in our comitythHow can
we serve our local community?

The session has agreed that we can start-avé8k experiment using our food pantry to help kiddNaihardt Elementary
School who are food insecure, meaning they &drsare if they will have a next meal or where it witime from. Of the 664
students enrolled at Neihardt, 200 of them qualify free or reduced lunches. The school receivebas of food from the
Food Bank each week for distribu!on to kids so thell have some food on the weekends. This consibtao breakfasts

and two lunches that altogether #t in a plas!c bag thétl #t in a childs backpack. The weight cannot be too heavy as the
child has to carry it home. A gallsized Ziploc bag would be about equal in size and the dffood items will have to be
chosen carefully to manage the weight to nutriloalue.

| am asking you to join me in providing an addi'onal teags of food each week un!l school ends. Thatisnearly enough
to cover all the kids in need, but it is a start thahink we can easily manage given my experience of generosity and
compassion. We already serve some of the families &iayét at Christmas !me. This recognizes that Christisasot the
only !me we can have a posi've impact on the livescbildren and their families.

There are par!cular food items that we want to senthey are individual por'ons and have to be light antafi enough for
a young child to put in his or her backpack and logé. See examples of pictures on the next page.willde asking for
volunteers to bag these items between Sunday and Véeday so we can deliver them on Thursday. Theddcta$ will
distribute them on Friday.

This is one way to make a di$erence in our local comity. | hope you will join me in this e$ort.

With grateful an!cipalon,

Pastor Dave



1 Gallon Size Bag



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY MEETING

Minutes of Regular Session Meeting on January 15, 2019 and e-mail from February 12, 2019 were approved.
January Clerk’s Report was approved. January Finance Report was approved.

Motion from Fellowship to have Bunko on Saturday, March 9, 2019 beginning at 4:00 p.m. prior to the Youth
Taco/Nacho Bar. Seconded and carried.

Motion from Mission Committee to hold an Earth Day clean-up on Saturday, April 20, 2019 to clean up Hope
grounds and neighborhood. Seconded and carried.

Motion from Building and Grounds to approve and support the Community Safety Day on Saturday, April 27,
2019 from 9:00 — 11:00 a.m. Seconded and carried.

Motion from Youth Committee requesting permission to sell tickets for the Youth Fundraiser during Fellowship
on February 24 and March 3. Seconded and carried.

Motion to have two-month trial with volunteers in the nursery along with the 1 paid nursery staff. Seconded
and carried.

Motion for home communion to be delivered to homebound authorized by session for one session member
and one other elder/deacon as soon after the service each first of the month. Seconded and carried.

Motion to allow the Pilgrimage group to be able to borrow items for their upcoming Pilgrimage with a list of
what is being borrowed to return back to the church. Seconded and carried.

Motion from Finance to have Consecration Sunday on October 6, 2019. Seconded and carried.

Motion to allow Clerk of Session Training to be held at Hope Presbyterian on Saturday, June 15, 2019 from
10:00 a.m. until noon. Seconded and carried.

Motion to not have the July session meeting due to VBS that week. Seconded and carried.

G OO D N EWS_Fl naﬂ Ce by Elder, Dave Fehr

I would like to share a “good news story” about the church’s mortgage. In December of 2016 the mortgage was
$901,418. In December 2017 it was $694,211 and December 2018 it was $583,160. This is largely because of
the 36-month capital reduction campaign, and the strong support it has received. There was $409,235 pledged
to the campaign, and as of December 2018 (15 months into the campaign), $262,956 has been given.

Our current monthly mortgage payment is roughly $8,000 ($5,000 is the principle payment and $3,000 is
interest). With the mortgage payments being made to the bank and money received monthly for the capital
reduction campaign, our mortgage will decrease around $100,000 this year, and $100,000 next year. If this is
the case, the amount owed on the mortgage in December 2020 will be around $380,000.

The mortgage payment has put a financial strain on the church since we moved into our new building. Twelve
years ago we took out a twenty-year mortgage for 1.9 million dollars. Thank you for your financial support. As
you can see, we will soon see the benefits of your contributions to the Capital Campaign. Please help spread
this good news with fellow members. As our mortgage shrinks in the next couple of years, there will be money
freed up to improve on our worship experience, and our presence in the community.

Praise God.



Ad U |t Ed U Catl O n by Elder, Judy Johnson

PERSONAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesdays, March 13 - April 10 (5 weeks)
11:45-1:00 or 5:15 - 6:30 p.m.
Lunch/Dinner and Meditations on Jesus' Last Week
(childcare will be provided)

To learn about being a reader or table leader conta  ct:
Carol Rudesill: 402 -598-1890 or GmaCarolR@aol.com

To offer help with meals contact:
Lillian Fehr: 402 -830-5454 or Ifehr5904@hotmail.com

To help plan activities for children please contact
Lori Laster: childrenministry@hopepresbyterianchurch.org

Special Speakeiarch 3, 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. Trevor Oestmanm ffanerican Red Cross will be talking about
blood donal!on and blood mobile program, disaster elitraining and cer!#calon, aid to the military famileeand
learn how we can give back to our community.

Sunday:10:30:11:30 a.m.
Understanding the Old Testamentith Chuck Bulger will present informalon from Bernhard Mhdersors
book, which interweaves historical, archeologicagréty and religious perspeclves. Meet in the library.

The Wired Wordclass Confron!ng the News with Scripture and Hope. U current event ar!cles and
scripture for discussions that are relevant to Chrislauing.

Arlcles are sent viaenail to you when you sigap. Contact Judy Johnson.

Monday: 6:30 p.m. March 25Nomen's Monthly Prayer, Discussion & Fellowship Group.
Kathy Andersen will be hos!ng at her hom&+27S 118th Street.
All women are welcome to join this hear'elt group conf¥éd to fellowship and learning.
The group is reading the bo@krdering Your Private Worlly Gordon MacDonald.
For more informalon ontact Julie Reekguliereeks@gmail.corar 402880-0042.

Wednesday:1:00-2:30 p.m.Men of Bible Study
March lessons con!nue with Biblical Men. Discover bBaekground and life lessons of Isaac.
For more informalon contacCarol:cfarris505@gmail.com

Thursday:10:0011:00 a.mMorning Bible Study Group meet weekly unless othes&iposted.
Feel free to join us any!me, we are currently studyihg book of Luke.

Saturdays6:30 a.mMen’s Weekly Saturday Breakfast and Study

A place of connec!on for men wan!ng to walk in Christlwother men; sharing their professional and
personal lives. Place of mee!ng: Sumnkétchen Caf( in La Vista. Newcomers welcome"

Next Adult Educalon mee!ng: Monday, March 4, 2019 atG@m.
For more informalon about personal growth opportunilentact Judy Johnson:
adultministry@hopepresbyterianchurch.arg402.660.4331. 5




Building & Grounds

by Elder, Jason Chatten

THANKS:

Ron S!gge for gathering sponsors and material
for a Safety DagApril 27 911 a.m.)

I'd like to thank all of Hope Tables and Chair

crew: Mike, Barbara ) Jared Dierking, Dick
Corwine, Arlene Thietje, Chris Ahrenholtz, Kurt
Briley, Ron Slgge, Mike ) Jayne Molacek, Judy
Johnson, Tracey Comba, Guy Moon, Jason, Traci,
Carson ) Addison Cha%en, Je$ Thomas, JB
Turner, KathisMatsumura,Gil Love% and many
more Ive surely missed. Thank you so much for
your contribulons.

Lorin Toman for tes!ng the emergency lights
and replacing dead ba%series.

Jayne Molacek for calling Frazier to have the
gymnasium heater service and also for calling in
the projector that needs a replacement bulb.

PUNCHLIST DISCUSSION:

Postponed concrete work !l spring to ensure
drying chemicals arénadded which could cause
bri%leness to occur in new concrete. Repair in
spring pending budget.

Holding 0% on fall paining and any extra
expenses !ll a new budget is
in place.

Carryovers: sanctuary ramp
electrical plugs, dimmer
switches, new mulch is
needed come spring !me.



Fellowship

By Elder, Tracy Comba

FAMILY FRIENDLY
BUNKO

If you are planning on going to the Youth
Committee’s taco/nacho bar and raffle
fundraiser, come start the evening off with
a friendly game of BUNKO.

We welcome rookies and pros alike. We
will gather in the lobby for multiple rounds
of BUNKO. Bring a $1 (no need to bring a
snack to share).

Afterwards we will move into the gym to
enjoy a delicious taco/nacho bar and a
chance to win some prizes.

Come for Bunko!

Come support our youth!
Come and win!

March 9, 2019; 4:00 p.m.

Annual Luncheon and Tea
Date: Saturday, April 13, 2019
Time: 12:30 p.m.

The Food Committee has been meeting,
tasting and planning for the past several
months; striving for perfection to choose the
right salad, main dish and dessert to serve our
guests.

ALL THAT JAZZ (theme)
You will not only be delighted with the menu
but will be excited to listen to a very lovely
talented concert pianist, Tatyana Boellstorff,
from Ashland NE.

If you want to be a guest,
hostess, tea-maker or butler, the
sign-up sheets are in the lobby.
Feel free to recruit family and
friends to attend and/or help.
Let’s fill the gym with faces and
make this a successful annual
event.




YOUTH FUNDRAISER DONATIONS

We are also looking for donalons to make our
youth dinner and fundraiser a success"

TACO/NACHO BAR! All moneys raised will go towards the costs of

the middle school and high school missions trips

that are scheduled in June.

We would like food dona!ons for the dinner
and items to make up our ra<e baskets.

You can #nd the list of items and sigip at this
LINK:hlps://lwww.signupgenius.com/
go/5080E4EA4AF22A4®uthl

For more informalon contact Tina Claus:
brian"naclaus@cox.net

Meal Ticket: *10 for adults

*6 for children +under 5 free- Thank Youl!

There will be a popvalk, bake sale and gi/ baskets
to be ra<ed 0%.

Buy Now
$5 each or 3 for $10.

GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS TO WIN!






M ISS I O n By Elder, Brian Claus

Siena/Francis House—Serve a Meal to the Homeless

Once a month, Hope Church volunteers serve an evening dinner meal to those experiencing homelessness.
The time invested is only a few hours from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. It is a great easy way for a group or individual
to provide a real and meaningful service. Siena/Francis House provides over 400,000 meals each year and
they need our help. You must be 11 years old and up to volunteer, anyone under the age of 15 will work with
an adult.

A New Simple and Easy way tto Volunteer Qnline

All you do is click on the link below, scroll down to the calendar for the date you want to serve,
click on the pink SIGN UP button for that date. Then click on the SUBMIT/Sign Up button.

That simple! That easy! Click, click, click.

Click the link or copy and paste in your browser:
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/70A044FA4AD2BA4FB6-hope

OR you may sign-up in the church lobby.

Our next scheduled date to serve meals is Saturday, March 2, 2019
Thank you to those who served meals on February 2nd.

Questions, please contact Brian Claus 402-616-5232 / mission@hopepresbyterianchurch.org.

Souper Bowl of Caring was originally founded by a church youth group. Even
though the movement has since expanded from the faith community to many
types of participating groups, they continue to be fueled by those coming
together to worship and make a difference in their community.

Hope family and friends were empowered to help those in our community
with nonperishable food items. We collected 509 items which will fill our
Pantry to help SQUASH hunger in our community. We exceeded far more
than this in the in the past four years. AWESOME!

When the counting was done and the dust settled, Maysie Thompson’s
LA Rams barrel had 330 food items and the New England Patriots youth
barrel had 179 food items. | guess the youth’s luck did not pan out as
well as the Patriots this year. Despite the defeat, 14 youth and 5 adults
had an awesome time playing games, counting the food and learning
about food insecurity in our community.

For more information about the Souper Bowl of Caring:
www.souperbowl.org.
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M ISS I O n By Elder, Brian Claus

https://www.abideomaha.org/events.
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PANTRY OF HOPE

By Mike Molacek

Did you see our sign on Q Street?
“N"'# F$S#? FS$# P%"™*+- I'0#". P3"%/" C$5" I'".

The Pantry of Hope con!nues helping our communify.

225 food items were distributed from January 21 —
February 20, 2019. The Pantry exists to help hung
people. Your generous donalons help those in nee
A big THANK YOU to all who donated-penishable
food items for Souper Bowl of Caring. Because of
generosity, 509 items were collected. Thanks to th
middle school and senior high youth who sorted,
checked dates and stocked the Pantry.

Thank you to everyone who donates to the Pantry.

y
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How does Moses make his coffee?
Hebrews it, obviously.

How do you make Holy Water?
You take some regular water and boil the

devil out of it.

Who was the smartest man in the Bible?
Abraham. He knew a Lot.
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9:00 AM Sunday Worship/
Communion

10:30 AM Confirmation/
YNMC

12:00 PM YMCA

4

2:00 PM Prayer
Shawl Ministry
5:00 PM

Adult Ed Mtg
6:00 PM Soccer

5

10:00 AM

Quilt Group

5:30 PM Soccer
6:00 PM Personnel
Mtg.

6

6:30 PM ASH
WEDNESDAY
Service

1:00 PM Women of
the Bible

7

10:00 AM

Bible Study

5:30 PM Soccer
7:00 PM Soccer

2

6:30 AM Men of
Hope Bible Study
8:00 AM YMCA
9:00 AM Tai Chi

12:00 PM
Hope I

6:30 PM Setup
for Youth Fund

9

6:30 AM Men of
Hope Bible Study
9:00 AM Tai Chi
4:00 PM Bunko
5:00 PM Youth

6:30 PM 6:30 PM Buildings ]6:30 PM Bells Raiser Fund Raiser
Boy Scouts & Grounds Mtg. 6:30 PM
6:30 PM Worship  |Fellowship Mtg. Youth Group
Mtg. Mission Mtg. 7:30 PM Choir
6:30 PM 6:30 PM Tai Chi
Youth Mtg. 7:00 PM Basketball
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Daylight -Saving Time 2:00 PM Prayer 10:30 AM 1:00 PM 10:00 AM Bible Study 6:30 AM Men of
Begins Shawl Ministry Book Club \Women of the Bible 1:00 PM Card Group Hope Bible Study
9:00 AM Sunday Worship |6:00 PM Soccer 5:30 PM Soccer 6:30 PM Bells 9:00 AM Tai Chi
10:30 AM Confirmation/ |6:30 PM 6:30 PM Tai Chi 6:30 PM
YNMC Boy Scouts 7:00 PM Basketball |Youth Group
7:30 PM Choir
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
St. Patrick ’'s Day 2:00 PM Prayer 6:30 PM Session First Day of Spring 10:00 AM Bible Study 6:30 AM Men of
9:00 AM Sunday Worship |Shawl Ministry Mtg. 1:00 PM Women of Hope Bible Study
10:30 AM Confirmation/ [6:30 PM 6:30 PM Tai Chi the Bible 8:00 AM YMCA
YNMC Boy Scouts 7:00 PM Basketball ]6:30 PM Bells Volleyball
6:30 PM 9:00 AM Tai Chi
Youth Group
7:30 PM Choir
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:00 AM Sunday Worship |2:00 PM Prayer 6:30 PM Tai Chi 1:00 PM Women of |10:00 AM 6:30 AM Men of
10:30 AM Confirmation/ |Shawl Ministry 7:00 PM Basketball |the Bible Bible Study Hope Bible Study
YNMC 6:30 PM 7:00 PM Children's [6:30 PM Bells 1:00 PM Rachel Circle) 8:00 AM  YMCA
Boy Scouts Ed Mtg. 6:30 PM Volleyball
Youth Group 9:00 AM Tai Chi
7:30 PM Choir 1:00 PM Claus
Eagle Scout
Ceremony

31

9:00 AM  Sunday Worship
10:30 AM Confirmation/
YNMC
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Worship Assistants

MARCH COMMUNION
3 Michelle Greco
Nancy Mi%elbrun
Thelma Symanietz
JB) Lisa Turner
LITURGIST
3 Ma% Van Hook
10 Ellie Mar!n
17 Dick Corwine
24 Troy Kaup
31 Rich Roberts 03@01  Caitlin Kaup
GREETER 03@02  Todd Woitzel
3 Ken Anderson ) Rosanna Morrell 03@07 Niki Ererichs
10 Cheryl Swalberg
17 Mike ) Jayne Molacek 03@07 Larry Palmer
24 Tyler ) Kelsey Thraen 03@11  Cheryl Swalberg
31 Mike ) Barb Dierking 03@12 Charlie Ahrenholtz
USHER 03@13  Lincoln Thomas
3 Kelly Klopp ) John Klopp
10 Rich Roberts ) Donelle Thomas os@l7 Patricia Lundquist
17 Nancy Mi%elbrun ) Thelma Symanietz 03@20  Ma% Frerichs
24 Lorin ) Joan Toman 03@20 Wendy Geiger
31 Ron ) Judy Bruening 03@24  Terry Gumbert
AUDIO
3 Sale Brower 03@14  Brynn Mar!n
10 Chuck Lundaquist 03@25  Georgia Bulger
17 Ma% Van Hook 03@25 Cherie Ward
24 Wayne Fry 03@26 Madeline Roos
31 Wayne Fry 03@27 Jo Coleman
VIDEO
3 Eunice Cho 03@29  Jada Nuzum
10 Bill Neville 03@30 Eunju Seong
17 Paula Washka 03@31  Nicole Canady
24 Traci Cha%en
31 Hugh Carter







